STATE OF INDIANA   )

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY    )

David Parr, President of the Clay County Commissioners, called the May 3, 2004  meeting of the Clay County Commissioners to order at 9:00 A. M.  Mr. Parr opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of The United States of America. Those present included Commissioner Daryl Andrews, Commissioner Harold Knox, Commissioner David Parr, Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive, and Joseph M. Dierdorf, Auditor of Clay County who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Mr. Knox moved to accept the minutes from the April 5, 2004 meeting.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF COUNTY BUSINESS


IN THE MATTER OF THE DETOUR ON SR 42

Mr. Parr announced that the Commissioners had agreed to the detour on SR 42 East previously, but 
had not taken official action on the issue.

Mr. Knox moved to approve the action.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

COUNTY HIGHWAY

Distributor and Chipper

Mr. Parr announced that the Executive had asked Pete Foster to procure quotes for a new chipper 

and distributor for the highway department.  Mr. Knox asked if any further action had been taken on 
adding a computer distribution system on the old unit.  Mr. Knox stated that he wanted to see quotes 
on a computerized system on the old unit.  Mr. Foster stated that he felt the old unit was too old to 
add that expense, an estimated $30,000.

Mr. Andrews moved to advertise for bids for lease of the chipper and distributor.  Mr. Parr seconded 
the motion  Motion passed 3-0.

White Rock Road culvert


Mr. Parr asked Mr. Dierdorf where we were at regarding ads for the project.  Ads are to be run next 
week.  Mr. Parr also asked about straitening out the intersection of White Rock Road and Waterworks 
Road.  Mr. Parr asked the highway department to contact engineering companies to get quotes.  

Mr. Knox moved to proceed on the project Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.


Court House dome


Mr. Parr announced that there were structural problems with the Court House dome, and the cost to 
repair the structure held an estimated cost of $500,000.  Mr. Knox had been soliciting reviews and 
estimates with companies who dealt in this type of repair.  The Commissioners would deal with this 
issue at a future meeting.

Employee Benefits

Mr. Gerald Bennett, a County Highway employee questioned the Executive regarding family sick 
leave.  Mr. Somheil stated that this issue would be best handled in an executive session.

Emergency Management
Ms. Gerri Husband appeared regarding a training class on flood plains.  She explained that she needed the Commissioner’s permission to attend.  She further explained there would be an $85.00 cost for meals.  The Commissioners granted permission to attend the class.  The Commissioners asked if a motion was needed for the action.  Attorney Somheil answered no.

The second item involved a grant for respirators.  The original state grant included a model of 
respirator that the emergency community felt was inadequate.  The grant in question was to make up 
the additional cost involved for the acceptable model.

Mr. Andrews moved to accept the grant application.  Mr. Knox seconded the motion.  Motion 


passed 3-0.


The third issue involved the purchase of IED’s.  Ms. Husband had received quotes from three 
vendors and stated that after review, she preferred the equipment from Medtronic.

Mr. Knox moved to accept the proposal from Medtronic.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed 3-0.


The final item involved  a state planning grant for approximately $50,000 for homeland security.  Ms. 
Husband explained that this grant had to be forwarded to the state no later that May 14, 2004.  
Approval of the grant application would require a special meeting of the Commissioners.  Ms. 
Husband further explained that planning sessions were being conducted to determine the best use of 
the funds in Clay County.  It was determined that the Commissioners would hold a special meeting on 
May 13, 2004 at 6:00 PM to consider approval of the grant application

Eminent Domain.


Mr. Somheil reported that the average value of the three appraisers appointed to appraise the railroad 
right-of-way sought by the county for the new jail project came in at $16,000.  Mr. Somheil asked the 
Executive for approval to proceed with the eminent domain action


Mr. Knox moved to proceed with the action.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

County Road 39 West

Mr. Hansford Mann appeared and reminded the Executive that he had stated in an earlier meeting 
that he would talk to Mrs. Ledgerwood regarding the road  He further stated that he had tried several 
times to contact Mrs. Ledgerwood, and had left a message that he would attend this Commissioner’s 
meeting.  He explained that he was asking for permission to level the dirt piles on the road himself, or 
have county to level piles to allow access to his property located adjacent to the road.  He further 
stated that he was also asking for a survey of the road.

Mr. Pa
rr informed Mr. Mann that the Commissioners would discuss the situation with the County 
Highway department.
IN THE MATTER OF THE LIBRARY SYSTEM

Ms. Jill Scarborough, Director of the Brazil Public Library appeared and presented a revised budget and stated what a new, county wide system would entail and provide.  Mr. Parr asked Mr. Dierdorf about the rules, etcetera, on the proposed question.  Mr. Dierdorf consulted the Indiana Code with Mr. Somheil.  Mr. Dierdorf asked Ms. Scarborough if the document that the Library Board had presented to the Commissioners was a notice of intent to expand the library into the remaining townships of the County.  Ms. Scarborough answered yes and no.
Mr. Parr discussed the petition or letter from the Brazil Public Library Board.  Mr. Somheil read aloud the Indiana Codes affecting the question.  Mr. Parr read aloud the same code, explaining the procedure involved as he read.  He stated that if the instrument presented to the Commissioners was intended to declare the intent to expand the library, then the statutes were clear as to the procedure to be followed.  Mr. Dierdorf stated that the letter presented to the Commissioners was not worded and structured the same as a letter of intent presented by the Brazil Library Board years earlier, according to records in the Auditor’s office.  He again asked Ms. Scarborough if the intent of the Board was to seek expansion into the remainder of the County.  He also explained that an answer of yes would begin a series of events structured by state statute.  Ms. Scarborough answered that yes, the Board was seeking expansion into the remaining townships of Clay County.
Mr. Parr stated that the Commissioners acknowledge that they had received the petition for expansion from the Brazil Library Board.  He further stated that the statuary process should be noted to have begun on May 3, 2004.
IN THE MATTER OF THE NEW JAIL
Mr. Steve Luther appeared representing Beam, Longest and Neff.  Mr. Luther discussed a survey extension his firm had provided at the request of SchenkelShultz Architecture.  Mr. Luther also was inquiring about the $2,300 fee associated with the services provided.  The Commissioners asked Mr. Luther if he could provide additional information on the subject and return to the June Commissioner’s meeting.  Mr. Luther agreed to return in June.
IN THE MATTER OF THE EXTENSION CONTRACT
Auditor Dierdorf explained that the contract was an annual renewal between Purdue University and Clay County.

Mr. Knox moved to approve the contract Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF THE HOSPITAL FARM SALE PROCEEDS
Mr. Norman Klass appeared to discuss the intent of the gift of the farm by Mr. Lewis Shaffer.  Mr. Klass stated that he had known Mr. Shaffer earlier in Mr. Klass’ lifetime.  Klass thought Mr. Shaffer’s original purpose was to donate land to Purdue University for agricultural research, but Purdue was not interested.  The Clay County hospital talked to Mr. Shaffer and he eventually willed the farm to the hospital.  Mr. Klass believed that Mr. Shaffer thought it was important to keep hospital. open for the community.

Mr. Klass thought that the money ought to go where Mr. Shaffer would have wanted the money to go.  He did not give the money to the county, but to the hospital.  He felt that using the money for Clay County was not the intention.

Mr. Elsworth Shaffer, a relative of Mr. Shaffer, also commented on the issue.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Knox moved to adjourn.  Mr. Andrews seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0
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